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What is a parish for? Why do we need a Church? 
 
Recognising the centrality of the parish structure to Catholic life, 
the Bishop notes: “It is predominantly within the boundary of the 
parish that Catholics live out their faith; where we build our 
homes, raise families; minister to the elderly, the sick and 
bereaved; accompany the young and educate our children. The 
parish is, therefore, the precious place of God’s grace, a place in 
which every baptised Catholic is called to deepen their own love 
and friendship of Jesus Christ and, at the same time to ‘make 
disciples’.” (From a Precious Place of God’s Grace”) 
 
What is the mission of this parish community? How are we 
fulfilling it? What more could we do? How can we listen to those 
outside the church and on the fringe of our community (those 
who never join us)? 
 

 
“I dream of a ‘missionary option’… that the Church’s customs, 
ways of doing things, times and schedules, language and 
structures can be suitably channelled for the evangelization of 
today’s world rather than for her self-preservation.”  
Pope Francis Evangelii Gaudium 
 
Matthew 28:16-20 
Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 
What are our hopes for the parish in the future? How do we see 
these hopes being realised? What will I do to help with this? 

“Jesus in the power of His Spirit wants us to help one another 
along the road, to find our home in Him, and to find new ways, 
new models, new pathways which will help us to reach out, to 
invite others in our world to join us on the road. For the Lord 
desires so very deeply that they too find their home in Him. May 
the Holy Spirt help us to encounter one another, to listen deeply 
to one another, to show us the direction the Spirit wants us to 
travel, so that we can be more effective witnesses of Jesus to 
those who do not know Him.”  Bishop Mark O’Toole 
 


