
February 2022 

TO ALL MEMBERS OF THE PARISHES OF SWANAGE AND OLQMSJ (Wareham, 
Wool, Lulworth) 

Proposal for the Creation of a New Parish 

Dear Parishioners,  

Two years ago when Bishop Mark visited our parishes, one of his suggestions was that we should 
move ahead with a formal consultation in the parishes regarding a proposal to create one new 
parish out of the two present parishes named above, containing the four churches. Then, a few 
weeks later, the Covid Pandemic begin, which has curtailed our activities.  Now I feel we can move 
forward with this once more. 

The purpose of this consultation is to obtain your views on the proposal, and to receive your 
comments and suggestions; the proposal will then be put to the Council of Priests. After that, if all is 
in order, a formal request is made to the Bishop to suppress the present parishes, and create a new 
one. Although the four individual churches will retain their present titles, the new parish will need a 
name (suggestions would be welcomed). 

To aid us in the process, I offer the following reflections to help us think about the issues, and the 
needs of the people in our parishes. 

The Catholic Parish 

In the Catholic Church, a parish is a community of Christ’s faithful people, established within a 
diocese, whose pastoral care is entrusted by the bishop to a parish priest. It is a Eucharistic 
Community, finding its focus, inspiration, and mission in the weekly celebration of the Mass on 
Sunday, the Lord’s Day. 

Profiles of the Parishes 

Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and St Joseph (OLQMSJ) 

This parish was created in 2007 following suppression of the existing parishes of Wool, Lulworth and 
Wareham. Although Wareham is the principal town in the parish, the church in Wareham is the 
smallest of the three. Wool is a larger building and thus has a Mass every Sunday, and the Saturday 
evening Mass alternates between Wareham and Lulworth. Lulworth is a private chapel belonging to 
the Weld estate. It is a popular wedding venue, and most of the couples who marry there are not 
resident in the parish. The Mass attendance has still not recovered to pre-Covid levels, with around 
40-50 at the Sunday Mass in Wool, and 15-35 at the Saturday evening Mass in Wareham or 
Lulworth. We hope this will improve as the year progresses. There are very few baptisms, most of 
them have been at Lulworth, mostly with non-resident couples.  

A small first communion group is due to start soon at St Joseph’s Wool, and there is a small group 
joining with Swanage for Sacramental Preparation (reception into Full Communion). The Children’s 
Liturgy group at Wool, which ceased to meet two years ago because of the pandemic, has not yet 
started again. The pandemic has also had an impact on the number of volunteers for various parish 
roles. 



The Catholic Women’s League is still active and based in Wareham. There is also a Churches 
Together Group in Wareham. 

There is a Parish Council and a Finance Committee, but these have not met since before Covid. 

The priest’s house in Wool has been empty for some years and has recently undergone a major 
fabric refurbishment. This work is now continuing with internal refurbishment. The Presbytery in 
Wareham is occupied by tenants. There is a Catholic school in Wool with a very small number of 
Catholic children. 

The Holy Spirit and St Edward Swanage 

The parish comprises the town of Swanage and a few outlying villages as far as Corfe Castle. The 
Holy Spirit and St Edward Church is the only church, and Mass is celebrated every Sunday at 9am. 
Mass attendance is at present around 40-60, and this has declined substantially over the past 5 years 
– in 2016 when there were two masses it was around 120. 

A finance committee meets regularly, and its members organise the various tasks associated with 
fabric repair, health and safety requirements etc. A great deal of work has been done on the house, 
inside and outside, to restore it to accommodation which is habitable for the priest. 

There is a group preparing for First Holy Communion in the summer, and another small group which 
has joined with Wareham for Sacramental Preparation (reception into Full Communion). The 
Children’s Liturgy group, which ceased to meet two years ago, because of the pandemic, has not yet 
started again. The pandemic has also had an impact on the number of volunteers available for 
various parish roles. 

The Parish is a member of the Swanage Churches Together Group. There is a Catholic School on the 
outskirts of the town in Northbrook Road with a small number of catholic families (mostly Polish). 

The Proposal 
That the existing parishes of Our Lady Queen of Martyrs and St Joseph and The Holy Spirit and St 
Edward Swanage be suppressed and a new parish created; it is not envisaged that the pattern of 
Mass times established in 2016 would change. All four churches would continue with their present 
arrangements, but with one Parish Council, with members drawn from across the parish, and one 
Finance Committee, representing all the churches. There would be one parish bank account, and all 
the parish property and assets would be transferred to new parish (in Canon Law). 

The Consultation 
I would like to invite all parishioners to meetings during Lent, probably on Saturdays, one in Wool 
and one in Swanage (dates to be confirmed). All parishioners are invited to take part in the 
consultation by coming to this meeting, at which you will be able to raise questions and make 
comments. Or you can email, telephone, or write to Fr Tim, with any questions or comments, 
especially if you are unable to make the meetings and would like a question raised. My contact 
details are at the bottom of this letter. 

Thank you for reading this. Let us ask the prayers of our parish patron saints, Our Lady, St Joseph and 
St Edward. 

Fr Tim Lewis 

The Presbytery, 1 Victoria Avenue, Swanage (01929 422491, 07581068555) 
timothy.lewis@prcdtr.org.uk  


