
 
 

Caritas Plymouth: Ukraine Crisis – Our plans for action 
 

Caritas Plymouth is working closely with CSAN and CAFOD to enable parishes and 

individuals to respond to the crisis in Ukraine. We have taken the following actions so far: 

(i) Sent information to our parishes about how to help and created a page on our 

website which will be regularly updated including with information about Homes 

for Ukraine. 

(ii) Attended CSAN and other meetings to keep abreast of developments regarding 

resettlement of people in the UK 

(iii) Tracking offers of accommodation and support from our parishes and individuals 

and signposting people to sources of advice. 

(iv) Provide guidance about how to donate to support overseas work. 

We plan to offer the following 

(i) To signpost individuals to access information on our website and work with lead 

charities supporting the matching of people who want to come to the UK and 

sponsors. We do not have the capacity to be a broker however we will offer to 

process the DBS checks of sponsors where required.  We are mindful of the 

need to allow people to make informed decisions about whether to be a host 

and not to take on responsibility as a Diocese for the arrangement. 

(ii) To support parish groups who wish to sponsor a family in the same way we 

would support a Community Sponsorship group. Group sponsorship is not yet 

an option but if a parish wishes to create a group to support a family moving into 

the home of a parishioner, we would support the group with training and 

resources (particularly safeguarding but other areas of good practice). 

(iii) We will encourage the use of empty parish properties but only where the 

location and property is suitable and there is a group of volunteers willing to 

support. Otherwise there is a risk a family could struggle to cope in more 

isolated communities. 

(iv) We would not encourage Priests to invite people to live in a Presbytery as this is 

not a private home and those settled may wish to stay in the accommodation 

beyond the occupancy of the current Priest, which could create problems.  If 

there is a separate apartment in the Presbytery this could be considered but 

would need careful reflection on the longer-term implications.  

 

Deborah Fisher, 17 March 2022 


