
HOMILY  
 
The scene of our gospel is becoming a familiar one, 
we have heard so many passages in the past few 
weeks from the Last Supper Discourse, the words of 
Jesus spoken to the disciples on the night on the 
night before he died. Today we have the final words, 
and they are a prayer – the prayer of Jesus in John 17 
has become known as the Great High Priestly Prayer 
of our Lord. It is long prayer – 26 verses altogether, 
and today we have heard the middle section of the 
prayer. Out of concern for his disciples, he prays for 
them, and also for us, for we are the ones who have 
come to believe through them. 
 
So what things does he ask the Father – what things 
does he pray for? 
 
Firstly, he prayed that they might remain faithful – 
“keep those you have given me true to your name” 
he says. He is praying that they will not fall away 
from the faith, and betray him, like Judas did.  
 
Then he prays for their unity “May they be one, as we 
are one.” - he's praying that the unity that his 

disciples would have with one another would be the 
same unity that he has with the Father. That’s an 
awesome idea, because as we know in the Trinity, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are perfectly 
one – so as Father dwells in him and he is in the 
Father, he wants to bring us into the communion 
with the Trinity in which the bond of unity is in fact 
the Holy Spirit himself. We can only have that unity 
with each other if we remain in him - because he is its 
source. 
 
Then he prays that they be preserved in truth 
“Consecrate them in the truth. Your word is truth.” 
The Greek word for consecrate is HAGIAZO – from 
the noun HAGIOS which means “holy” or “set apart”. 
Jesus is saying they are not of the world - they are set 
apart from the world. They are in the world but not 
of the world - they are being set apart so that they 
can bring the truth to a world that is desperately in 
need of it. So there’s a purpose to this consecration, 
and that is mission. It’s the same for us – we were 
consecrated in baptism so that we could play our 
part in the mission of the Church.  
 



And finally, he prays that they might be preserved 
from the power of evil. “protect them from the evil 
one” - although the disciples do not belong to the 
world, nevertheless their place is very definitely in 
the world, so they will need protection from the 
power of evil, which is very present in the world, 
then and now. Look at what happening in Israel and 
Gaza at the moment. Yet another escalating conflict 
in the land where Jesus spoke these words of peace.  
 
Conflict, infidelity, lies, division – these are all the 
marks of the “prince of this world” as Jesus calls the 
devil, the evil one. We need to pray for an end to his 
influence, and a new revival of the reign of God in 
our world and in the hearts of all people. 
Jesus in his prayer for us asks that His word may 
consecrate and strengthen us to continue His very 
presence in a society that seems so often seems 
opposed to the ideas of unity and truth, holiness and 
faith.   
 
We as the Church today are in the world for a reason:  
to transform and save the world from evil. We are in 
the world to try and make it a better place, to make a 
difference, to be an influence for good. We have the 

Holy Spirit, whose coming we celebrate next week to 
help us remain faithful to our mission 
 
And we have the Lord’s words to encourage us, his 
prayer for us. Keep them true; may they be one; 
consecrating them in the truth; protect them from 
the evil one.   
We ask Jesus to pray for us now, ascended in glory at 
the right hand of the Father in heaven, as we await 
the coming of the promised Holy Spirit. 
 
 


