
 
Dear Friends, 

  

Here is a really positive thing to take part in and share during these difficult times… 

  

Five years on Pope Francis' encyclical, Laudato Si', remains a profound invitation to everyone on the 

planet to care for our common home. To mark the fifth anniversary of its publication, Pope Francis has 

invited us all to participate in Laudato Si' week from 16-24 May 2020 and take action to care for creation. 

  

Laudato Si’ Week is sponsored by the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development 

and is intended to encourage Catholic communities to take bolder actions for creation during the week-

long initiative. Here in the Diocese of Plymouth, Bishop Mark, CAFOD and Caritas Plymouth invite you 

all to take part in this important week in the diocese. 

  

In his original message inviting us to celebrate the anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope Francis asks ‘What 

kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to our children’. He invites us to ref lect 

on the cry of the earth and the cry of the poor during the social and ecological crises we are living 

through.  The current Coronavirus crisis a huge reminder of how our world is broken but as Pope Francis 

has said it gives us the opportunity to reimagine how we might reshape the world that will arise after 

the pandemic has passed. 
Laudato Si’ tells us that 
“everything is connected” and 
tragically, this health 
catastrophe has much in 
common with today’s 
ecological and social crisis. 

•         Both are global 

emergencies that will affect 

many people, both directly 

and indirectly.  

•         Both are experienced 

most deeply by the poor and 

vulnerable, and both expose 

the deep injustices in our 

societies. 

•         Both will be solved only through a united effort that calls on the best of the values we share. 

  

The present Coronavirus crisis is an opportunity to start anew and to make sure that the world that 

arises after this crisis has passed is sustainable and just. 

  

CAFOD Plymouth and Caritas Plymouth have put together some resources for Laudato Si’ Week, that 

gives people to opportunity to find out more and take part in the week. We want to celebrate the good 

https://laudatosiweek.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LSW-Common-Prayer.pdf


work already happening in our Diocese and will share some great contributions from our schools and 

parishes during the anniversary week. We are delighted that Bishop Mark has kindly recorded a video 

for the week that will be premiered on Saturday 16 May on the Diocesan YouTube channel Click here 

to set a reminder or to watch it. 

  

Please check our social media accounts for updates throughout the week @CAFODplymouth on 

Twitter, facebook.com/CAFODPlymouth and our blog: cafodplymouth.wordpress.com, as well as the 

diocesan accounts: @PlymouthDiocese and facebook.com/plymouthdiocese. 

  

Highlights for the week include:  

  
•         Saturday 16 May, 10am Premiere: Bishop Mark O’Toole’s Talk on YouTube - 

'Our Common Home and Care for the Vulnerable' 

On this video Bishop Mark leads the diocese to reflect on the fifth anniversary of Pope Francis' 

inspirational letter 'Laudato Si'. (also available to watch later via the same link). 

•         Tuesday, 19 May 11am-12pm  Laudato Si' Week - CAFOD Volunteer Prayer and 

Chat 

All are welcome to join CAFOD Volunteers to reflect on passages on Laudato Si’ led by our diocesan 

CAFOD Coordinator Simon Giarchi and Francis Stewart from CAFOD’s Theology Team. 

•         Wednesday, 20 May 6-7pm 

•         Laudato Si' Week - Vigil Mass for Ascension Thursday with CAFOD’s Chair of 

Trustees: Bishop John Arnold 

Join together in solidarity and prayer to celebrate a special Vigil Mass for Ascension Thursday during 

Laudato Si' week, streamed live from Salford Cathedral.  

•         Saturday 23 May 

Canon John Deeny VG will close the week with another YouTube video talk for the diocese. 

  

Also the official Laudato Si’ Week website site has an inspirational video from Pope Francis and an 

international programme for the week that all can get involved with, as well as a guide for people to use 

in order to reflect on Laudato Si’ to encourage people to ‘see, judge, act’ and looks at some of the key 

elements of Laudato Si’ and to reflect on the encyclical in the context of the Coronavirus pandemic. 

  

We invite everyone to engage in this international week, as well as engaging with our in our diocesan 

and national inputs above we encourage those that wish to use and share the Laudato Si’ Week prayer 

and to take time to use the international resources to reflect on Care for Our Common Home in its 

widest sense – including the challenges now being faced by our brothers and sisters, both here and in 

developing countries as a result of the social and ecological crisis and the Coronavirus pandemic we 

are living through.   

  

I am sorry this is a long email, but I thought such a positive week is something well worth highlighting 

to you all. I look forward to seeing you all at one of the Parish Volunteer Zoom meeting we are organising 

  

All my thanks for your inspirational support and hard work 

  

Simon <>< 
Simon Giarchi  
CAFOD Community Participation Coordinator – Plymouth Mobile: 07920 751 180 
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