
THIRTEENTH WEEK IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Please pray for the sick and housebound: Maureen Lyons, Jackie Riley, Dot Bonfield, Greta Marshallsay, Irena 
Giusta, Wayne Axon, Fr Jon.  RIP Bernard White  
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Wareham - 1st Saturday of the month 
from 9am until Noon. 
Church will be open on Sunday afternoons as possible with 'church open for prayer' signs outside.  
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM ROSARY GROUP: Thursday evenings 7:30 pm.  Contact Vikki Smith 07855166883 
vikki.smith97@gmail.com for more info or for prayer intentions. 
SWANAGE PRAYER GROUP: after mass Friday (9. 45 a.m. if no mass) saying the rosary for peace and for 
other intentions. Contact Pat Lancaster 07917477313. 
WOOL Social/Coffee at 10.30 Wednesday 
WELCOME A warm welcome to our visitors. We wish you all a pleasant and relaxing stay in Purbeck. Thank 
you for your donations to keep our buildings useable. 
SWANAGE FINANCIAL UPDATE - Sunday 28th June, Holy Spirit and St Edward: there will be a short update at 
the end of Mass about parish finances and building work. Caroline will be in the hall after Mass to answer 
questions. Thank you for  the all your generosity and fundraising work so far. Unfortunately much more is 
needed in this marathon!  
ADOREMUS 2026 Following the powerful gatherings in Liverpool (2018) and Birmingham (2024) we have our 
Third Eucharistic Congress, this time in London on Saturday 10th October. A Mass at St George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark and address by Cardinal Radcliffe will be followed by a procession across the Thames to 
Westminster Cathedral. WOULD YOU LIKE TO BE ONE OF OUR 50 DIOCESAN DELEGATES? For further details 
please contact Fr Chris Findlay-Wilson at Poole on 01202 746539 or christopher.findlay@prcdtr.org.uk. 
THE WORD THIS WEEKEND 
Vigil Mass : This evening, we are celebrating the feast of the great apostles, Peter and Paul. Both were untiring in 
preaching their new-found faith in Jesus and both died for that faith in Rome which was the capital of the world in 
their time. Their names have been associated with Rome ever since. 
First Reading (Acts 3:1-10). Peter and John shared their giftedness with a cripple and he was healed. 
Second Reading (Gal 1:11-20). This is an account of the 'before' and 'after' of Paul's conversion. 
Gospel (Jn 21:15-19). The three denials of Jesus by Peter at the Passion are reversed by his triple declaration of love. 
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SAT        27TH   JUNE   6.00 PM WAREHAM SS PETER AND PAUL 
Vigil: Mass bk p167 Cr 12 Pr 69 EPIII p27 

Day: p170 Cr 12 Pr 69  EPIII p27 

 

SUN       28TH    9.00 AM 
11.00 AM 

SWANAGE 
WOOL 

 

TUES     30TH    9.00 AM SWANAGE   

WEDS   1ST  JULY 10.00 AM WOOL   

THURS  2ND  10.00 AM WAREHAM   
FRI         3RD   9.00 AM 

2.00 PM 
SWANAGE 
WOOL 

St THOMAS the APOSTLE  
FUNERAL MASS 

 
Bernard White RIP 

SAT        4TH    6.00 PM LULWORTH 

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A 
 

SUN      5TH     9.00 AM 
11.00 AM 

SWANAGE 
WOOL 

 

CONFESSIONS: SWANAGE: Tuesday 9.30 am - WOOL: Wednesday 10.30am. WAREHAM: Thursday 10.30 am – 
LULWORTH/WAREHAM: before Saturday Vigil Mass or by appointment. 
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Day Mass : First Reading (Acts 12:1-11). God saved Peter from prison, showing that he is with the apostles in their 
mission and that it is impossible to silence the gospel. We see in this reading the persecuted Church united in prayer 
and coming to greater realization of the power of God helping them in their mission. 
Second Reading (2 Tim 4:6-8.17-18). Although Paul is ready to lay down his life as the climax to his witness to the 
gospel, he recognizes that God continues to rescue him from death. 
Gospel (Mt 16:13-19). Having recognized Jesus as the 'Son of the living God', Simon Peter receives the commission to 
be the basis on which Jesus will establish his Church. 
Jesus asks the disciples what people are saying about him. As Jesus turns the question directly to the disciples and asks 
what they believe, Peter speaks for all of them when he announces that they believe Jesus to be the Christ. “Christ” is 
the Greek translation of the Hebrew word for “messiah,” which means “the anointed one.” At the time of Jesus, the 
image of the “messiah” was laden with popular expectations, most of which looked for a political leader who would 
free the Jewish people from Roman occupation. 
But for us, this marks an important moment for the Church. Jesus uses this occasion to bless Peter, who represents all 
the disciples but also has a unique role to play in the founding of the new community. Peter is blessed not because of a 
personal insight but because God revealed to him who Jesus is. Peter is the rock on which Jesus will build the Church. 
 

BISHOP NICHOLAS HUDSON, 15th June 2026: has offered his prayerful solidarity with Britain’s Ukrainian Catholic 
community and Ukrainians suffering in their homeland:    “As the people of Ukraine continue to endure the 
devastating consequences of these attacks, I hold up their suffering to Christ in prayer. Carrying out attacks on 
densely populated cities such as Kyiv is a cynical act that puts countless civilians at risk of death and injury. We 
mourn the victims of these latest attacks and recognise that the bombing of the Kyiv Pechersk Lavra is deeply 
spiritually painful. This iconic church is not just bricks and mortar – it is a place that carries the memory, identity 
and soul of the Ukrainian people, connecting generations through faith and shared history. “I condemn these 
attacks and encourage all Catholics and people of goodwill in England and Wales to pray for Ukraine and her 
people. We must keep hope alive and redouble our efforts to advocate for an end to this war. We stand 
alongside all who long for a just peace.” 
 
3RD JULY is the Feast St Thomas the Apostle: More than just a Doubter - Thomas answered and said to him, “My Lord 
and my God!” (John 20:28). Although several stories of doubt exist in the Bible, it is Thomas’ incident that seems to 
catch the most attention, earning him the nickname “Doubting Thomas.” Fortunately, John’s Gospel and some early 
Church historians give additional information on Thomas, helping us to realize that the doubting story was only one 
part of Thomas’ experience as an apostle. John’s first account of Thomas actually displays a man of tremendous faith. 
Jesus had barely escaped a fierce stoning in Jerusalem when, just a few days later, he received word that his friend 
Lazarus was very ill. Lazarus lived in Bethany, a very short distance from Jerusalem, and Jesus felt strongly compelled 
to go there, knowing that a miracle surrounding Lazarus’ death was necessary to illustrate the glory of God. 
However, the apostles were aghast and tried to discourage Jesus from returning to an area where he had so recently 
almost been killed. Ironically, it was Thomas who was the believing one. He bravely encouraged all to go to Bethany 
with Jesus, even if it meant death for them: “Let us also go to die with him” (Jn 11:16). Most traditions point to 
Thomas as having evangelized in India following Pentecost. Ever since then, there has been devout community of 
Catholics on the Malabar Coast of India, they are known as the St Thomas Christians; now there are Syro-Malabar 
Catholics all over the world, and in our own parish.  
 

Hymn for SS Peter and Paul 
 
By all your saints still striving, 
for all your saints at rest, 
your holy name, O Jesus, 
for evermore be blest. 
You rose, our king victorious 
that they might wear the crown 
and ever shine in splendour 
reflected from your throne. 

 
 
We praise you for St Peter; 
we praise you for St Paul. 
They taught both Jew and Gentile 
that Christ is all in all. 
To cross and sword they yielded 
and saw the kingdom come: 
O God, your two apostles 
won life through martyrdom. 

 
 
Then let us praise the Father 
and worship God the Son 
and sing to God the Spirit, 
eternal Three in One. 
Till all the ransomed number 
who stand before the throne 
ascribe all pow’r and glory 
and praise to God alone.

 


