
 
SAT        11th    6.00 PM WAREHAM FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A 

SEA SUNDAY 
Mass bk p102 Cr p12 Pr II p66 EP II p24 

Derek Barrett RIP 

SUN       12th    9.00 AM 
11.00 AM 

SWANAGE 
WOOL 

 

TUES     14th    9.00 AM SWANAGE  Jean Jolly RIP 

WEDS   15th  10.00 AM WOOL St Bonaventure Bp Dr  

THURS  16th  10.00 AM WAREHAM Our Lady of Mount Carmel  

FRI        17th    9.00 AM SWANAGE   

SAT        18th    6.00 PM LULWORTH  
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A 

 

SUN      19th    9.00 AM 
11.00 AM 

SWANAGE 
WOOL 

 
Ron Axon RIP 

CONFESSIONS: SWANAGE: Tuesday 9.30 am - WOOL: Wednesday 10.30am. WAREHAM: Thursday 10.30 am – 
LULWORTH/WAREHAM: before Saturday Vigil Mass or by appointment. 

Please pray for the sick and housebound: Maureen Lyons, Jackie Riley, Dot Bonfield, Greta Marshallsay, Irena 
Giusta, Wayne Axon, Fr Jon.  RIP Bernard White, Enid Wellman.  
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Wareham - 1st Saturday of the month 

from 9am until Noon and Saturday 18th July 9:30 - 10:30am 
Church will be open on Sundays as possible with 'church open for prayer' signs outside.  
St Edward’s Parish evangelisation group meeting Tuesday 21st July at 7:30pm - newcomers always welcome. 
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM ROSARY GROUP: Thursday evenings 7:30 pm.  Contact Vikki Smith 07855166883 
vikki.smith97@gmail.com for more info or for prayer intentions. 
WOOL Social/Coffee at 10.30 Wednesday 
WELCOME: a warm welcome to our visitors. We wish you all a pleasant and relaxing stay in Purbeck. Thank 
you for your donations to keep our buildings useable. 
SWANAGE PRAYER GROUP: we will have our last prayer group before the summer on Friday 17th July and 
return on Friday 4th September. Thank you to all attendees, I wish everyone a lovely summer and hope to 
see you all in September. God bless you, regards Pat. 
TODAY IS SEA SUNDAY - Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in our lives, but they often work in difficult, 
hazardous conditions. Conflicts around the world are increasing risks to their safety, especially for crews 
travelling through regions such as the Strait of Hormuz. Many also face abandonment by employers, 
long separations from family, stress, and poor mental health. Sea Sunday is Sunday 12th July. It is when the 
Church prays for all those who live and work at sea. Your support will make a big difference to seafarers and 
fishers in need. You can donate in church, by visiting www.stellamaris.org.uk/donate, or by texting ‘SEA’ to 
70460 to donate £5. This collection is vital to enable Stella Maris to continue its important work, so please 
give generously. For gift aid please use an envelope. Thank you. 
THE WORD THIS WEEKEND Human words can often be worthless and empty. The false promise, the unfeeling 
platitude, the insincere compliment or lethal bit of gossip can all be expressed in our speech. But God's Word is 
very different; indeed, it is never empty or false, but rich and powerful. 
Scripture opens with a picture of God creating all things just by speaking his word: God's Word gets things done. 
So, too, in the Christian heart God's Word should find a home, take root, and produce solid fruit. 
First Reading (Is 55:10-11). Just as God sends the rain to bring up crops from the soil, so he sends his Word to 
produce a rich harvest from those who hear. 
Second Reading (Rom 8:18-23). The present life of the Christian has its problems and troubles, but they won't last 
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forever. We are in a state of waiting and expectation, holding out for the better state of things which God has 
promised us. 
Gospel (Mt 13:1-23). Today’s Gospel marks the beginning of the third long discourse given by Jesus in the Gospel 
of Matthew. He begins with the parable of the sower, which appears rather straightforward—of course seeds 
grow best in good soil. Seeds that miss the soil, are sown on rocky ground, or are sown among other plants will 
not grow. The surprise in the parable is the enormous yield of the seed that is sown on good soil. Jesus then 
explains his use of parables. He uses parables to teach because the meanings of parables are not self-evident. The 
hearer must engage in some degree of reflection in order to comprehend the message of a parable. Those who 
are willing to engage themselves in the effort to understand will be rewarded by the discovery of the message 
and will bear fruit. To bring home the point, Jesus interprets the parable of the sower to his disciples. The 
different types of soil in which the seeds are sown are metaphors for the disposition with which each individual 
hears the teaching about the kingdom of heaven. Some will be easily swayed away from the kingdom of heaven. 
Some will receive it for a time but will lose it when faced with difficulties. Some will hear the word but will then 
permit other cares to choke it out. Yet some will receive it well, and the seed will produce abundant fruit. 

 
LEARNING FROM NEWMAN Last November, Pope Leo XIV declared St. John Henry Newman (1801-90) to be a Doctor 
of the Universal Church, meaning his wisdom speaks to us today.  Newman was a leading Anglican clergyman in Oxford 
who was received into the Catholic Church in 1845 and later made a Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII. He wrote eloquently 
about the reality of human dysfunction, as in this famous passage from his spiritual autobiography, Apologia pro vita 
sua (1864). 
"To consider the world in its length and breadth, its various history, the many races of man, their starts, their fortunes, 
their mutual alienation, their conflicts … the greatness and littleness of man, his far-reaching aims, his short duration, 
the curtain hung over his futurity, the disappointments of life, the defeat of good, the success of evil, physical pain, 
mental anguish, the prevalence and intensity of sin, the pervading idolatries, the corruptions, the dreary hopeless 
irreligion, that condition of the whole race, so fearfully yet exactly described in the Apostle’s words, “having no hope 
and without God in the world,”—all this is a vision to dizzy and appal; and inflicts upon the mind the sense of a 
profound mystery, which is absolutely beyond human solution. 
What shall be said to this heart-piercing, reason-bewildering fact? I can only answer, that either there is no Creator, or 
this living society of men is in a true sense discarded from His presence … if there be a God, since there is a God, the 
human race is implicated in some terrible aboriginal calamity. It is out of joint with the purposes of its Creator. This is a 
fact, a fact as true as the fact of its existence; and thus the doctrine of what is theologically called original sin becomes 
to me almost as certain as that the world exists, and as the existence of God." 
 
POPE LEO XIV: ONLY GOD'S MERCY CAN FILL HEARTS WITH GENUINE SOLIDARITY (5 July): 
Faced with the din of mutual accusations—which only intensifies the destruction and death caused by conflicts—what 
is needed instead is a humble and quiet plea for mercy, asking for a renewed heart capable of extending a hand to 
one's enemy... 
Rediscovering the values of the Christian tradition … learning to share God's gifts … with everyone," the days dedicated 
to the Saint [Columbanus]  help bring together people of different languages and nations, "inviting [all] to rediscover 
together the values of the Christian tradition in order to respond to the challenges of our time." 
A penitential attitude in the face of war…[is] "indispensable" for every genuine journey of reconciliation: a penitential 
spirit. 
"When a conflict has escalated into war, with its tragic toll of death and destruction, rather than accusing one another, 
we must implore mercy from God, the merciful Judge. Only God's mercy can instil human compassion in our hearts 
and enable enemies to extend a hand to one another." 
Pope on AI: It is important to dialogue with everyone to promote the common good (8 July) 
The encyclical Magnifica humanitas was born from listening to various different people who interact and work with AI, 
but it was “also impelled by troubling accounts of the potential misuses of algorithms and by the loss of human agency 
in critical areas 
… Pope Leo XIV expressed his desire to engage in dialogue with all kinds of people in order “to identify new paths for 
the common good and for promoting a dignified life for all.” 
“Magnifica humanitas was born from his listening ‘to scientists and engineers who work with sincere enthusiasm on 
technologies capable of alleviating immense suffering; to political leaders and public officials who have perseveringly 
sought just rules; to parents and teachers who are deeply concerned for the future of younger generations’.” 
However, the encyclical was also driven by the negative impacts that AI has had on humans and society. 


