PARISH OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF MARTYRS & ST JOSEPH PARISH OF SWANAGE
Parish Church: St Joseph’s, The Square, Parish Church: The Holy Spirit & St Edward,
Folly Lane, Wool BH20 6DU 1 Victoria Avenue, Swanage BH19 1AH
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SAT  18*h 6.00 PM | LULWORTH SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A
SUN  19* 9.00 AM | SWANAGE Mass bk p102 Cr p12 Pr Il p66 EP Il p24
11.00 AM | WOOL Ron Axon RIP
ST MARY’S
TUES 21 9.00 AM | SCHOOL LEAVERS’ MASS
SWANAGE
WEDS 22nd 10.00 AM | WOOL ST MARY MAGDALENE
THURS 237 10.00 AM | WAREHAM ST BRIDGET of SWEDEN
IN THE
FRI 24th 9.00 AM CATHOLIC
HALL
SAT 25t 6.00 PM | WAREHAM
SUN 26t 9.00 AM | SWANAGE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A
11.00 AM | WOOL

CONFESSIONS: WOOL: Wednesday 10.30am. WAREHAM: Thursday 10.30 am — LULWORTH/WAREHAM: before
Saturday Vigil Mass or by appointment.

Please pray for the sick and housebound: Maureen Lyons, Jackie Riley, Dot Bonfield, Greta Marshallsay, Irena
Giusta, Wayne Axon, Fr Jon. RIP Enid Wellman.

ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Wareham - 1st Saturday of the month
from 9am until Noon and Saturday 18th July 9:30 - 10:30am

Church will be open on Sundays as possible with 'church open for prayer' signs outside.

St Edward’s Parish evangelisation group meeting Tuesday 21st July at 7:30pm - newcomers always welcome.
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM ROSARY GROUP: Thursday evenings 7:30 pm. Contact Vikki Smith 07855166883
vikki.smith97 @gmail.com for more info or for prayer intentions.

WOOL Social/Coffee at 10.30 Wednesday

WELCOME: a warm welcome to our visitors. We wish you all a pleasant and relaxing stay in Purbeck. Thank
you for your donations to keep our buildings useable.

HOLY SPIRIT AND ST EDWARD WINDOWS STONEMASONRY REFURBISHMENT STARTING NEXT WEEK: Please
be patient over any disruption in the church. MASS ON FRIDAY 24TH and probably 31st JULY WILL BE IN THE
HALL to avoid interrupting the stonemason's work and double church cleaning.

23RD JULY IS THE FEAST OF ST BRIDGET OF SWEDEN, PATRON OF EUROPE: For a deepening of knowledge
and understanding of our common heritage of faith. For an openness to the stranger and a care for their
needs.

EACH YEAR DURING SUMMERTIME WE PRAY FOR A DEEPER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN CHRISTIANS AND
JEWS: For all people of faith, that mutual respect and the promotion of peace may be a voice for good.

For Christian and Jewish believers, that their shared heritage of the divine Word of God may enrich life and
faith and deepen understanding.
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POPE LEO'S INTENTION FOR JULY IS FOR RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE:
Let us pray for the respect and protection of human life in all its stages, recognising it as a gift from God.
https://youtu.be/ZMPrZdo95Us

THE WORD THIS WEEKEND

First Reading - Wisdom 12:13,16-19 Precisely because God is all powerful and almighty, He is able to be lenient and
mild in judgement, treating us with mercy and forgiveness. God himself must always be the first model for our lives.
His kindness, generosity and forgiveness, which we have all experienced, must be shown in our own attitudes and
actions.

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 86:5-6,9-10,15-16 A prayer to God for mercy.

Second Reading Romans 8:26-27 This reading tells us that even our most feeble effort at prayer is empowered by the
Holy Spirit to express our needs to the Father. When we pray, the Spirit himself pleads for us in a way that cannot be
put into words, so that our pleas are indeed acceptable to God.

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:24-43

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers three parables to describe the Kingdom of Heaven. All three parables use
commonplace experiences to describe aspects of the Kingdom of Heaven. The first parable is longer and more
detailed than the next two, and it alerts us to the two-fold reality of the Kingdom of Heaven. The beginnings of the
Kingdom of Heaven can be found in this world. The fruition of the Kingdom of Heaven, however, will not be realized
until the final judgment. In the meantime, as Jesus’ explanation to the disciples cautions, any effort to judge the
progress of the Kingdom of Heaven is premature. Only God, in the final judgment, will distinguish the fruit of the
Kingdom of Heaven and offer its reward.

The second and third parables call to our attention the abundance that will result from the small beginnings of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Just as a mustard seed—the smallest of all seeds—will become a large tree, so too God will
bring his Kingdom to full bloom. As a small amount of yeast will leaven the entire batch of bread, so too God will
bring about the expansion of his Kingdom. In each case the image is of the superabundance that God brings out of
even the smallest of signs of the Kingdom.

Contained within these parables are words of caution as well as words of consolation. In the parable of the sower we
are warned against judging others. To judge and uproot the “weeds” prematurely will harm the wheat; final
judgment rests with God. In the parables of the mustard seed and the yeast, we are consoled by the message that
God can work wonders and produce abundance from even the smallest beginnings of the Kingdom of Heaven.

FAITH FORMATION GROUP Following the Bishop's call in his recent pastoral letter for us to be "ready to account for
the hope that is within us" (1 Peter 3:15), Colin Smith will be starting a monthly discussion and formation group
across Purbeck, making use of the Catechism of the Catholic Church. This will be held on a weekday evening, ideally
in person. To participate or find out more, please contact Colin at c.s.smith1874@gmail.com or on 07935 213007

POPE LEO AT ANGELUS, 12 JULY 2026:

Jesus himself, the Word made flesh, who gave his life for our salvation, is the seed that the Father continues to sow
throughout the world so that, by dying, he may bear much fruit (cf. Jn 12:24). It is true that sometimes he finds in us
hard and unresponsive soil, at other times distracted soil, like the beaten path, the rocky ground, or the thorny
bushes. Yet there are also moments when he finds receptive and fertile ground, and then miracles of love are set in
motion that have the power to transform everything ...

Thus, from [God’s] generosity and trust with which the seed is sown, and from the humility and openness with which
it is received, the fruits of the Holy Spirit grow within us and spread. Saint Paul teaches that they are “love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Gal 5:22). How greatly our world
stands in need of these fruits: to be filled with them and transformed by them!

Let us therefore resolve, especially during these summer days of vacation, to make room for listening to, reading,
and meditating on the Word of God, thereby fostering—together with rest and wholesome recreation — meaningful
moments of silence and prayer. In this way, we shall return to our usual activities renewed in body and spirit, ready
to proclaim the Good News of the Gospel and ever more capable of contributing to the growth of the Kingdom of
God.

May Mary, Queen of the Apostles and Star of the Evangelisation, help us.
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