PARISH OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF MARTYRS & ST JOSEPH PARISH OF SWANAGE

Parish Church: St Joseph’s, The Square, Parish Church: The Holy Spirit & St Edward,
Folly Lane, Wool BH20 6DU 1 Victoria Avenue, Swanage BH19 1AH
Mass Centres: Swanage Hall Booking: 01929 427047

St Edward King & Martyr: Shatters Hill, Wareham — BH20 4QP
St Mary’s Chapel: Lulworth Castle Park, East Lulworth — BH20 5QS
BH19 1QA Tel: 01929 424909

Primary School: St Mary & St Joseph’s, Folly Lane, Wool BH20 6DS www.stmarysswanage.dorset.sch.uk
Tel: 01929 462565 www.stmaryjosephswool.dorset.sch.uk Besom Project: 07519977732

Safeguarding: Anthony Nott: 07541 303 941 Safeguarding: Mary Foster: 0774 800 6056

Primary School: St Mary’s, Northbrook Rd, Swanage

Parish Priest: Canon Timothy Lewis, The Presbytery 1, Victoria Avenue, Swanage BH19 1AH
Tel: 01929 422491 or 07581068555. Email: timothy.lewis@prcdtr.org.uk
Website: https://purbeckcatholic.co.uk Part of Plymouth Diocesan Trust - Registered Charity No 213227

SAT 25t 6.00 PM | WAREHAM SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A

SUN 26t 9.00 AM | SWANAGE WORLD DAY FOR GRANDPARENTS
11.00 AM | WOOL Mass bk p108 Cr p12 Pr Il p66 EP Il p27

TUES 28t SWANAGE NO MASS

WEDS 29t 10.00 AM | WOOL SS Mary, Martha and Lazarus

THURS 30th 10.00 AM | WAREHAM St Germanus Bp

FRI 31t 9.00AM SWANAGE St Ignatius of Loyola Pr

SAT 1t AUG 6.00 PM | LULWORTH

SUN 2nd 9.00 AM | SWANAGE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF YEAR A
11.00 AM | WOOL

CONFESSIONS: WOOL: Wednesday 10.30am. WAREHAM: Thursday 10.30 am SWANAGE: Friday after Mass
LULWORTH/WAREHAM: before Saturday Vigil Mass or by appointment.

Please pray for the sick and housebound: Maureen Lyons, Jackie Riley, Dot Bonfield, Greta Marshallsay, Irena
Giusta, Wayne Axon. RIP Fr Jonathan Bielawski, Enid Wellman.

ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM - Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament at Wareham - 1st Saturday of the month
from 9am until Noon and Saturday 18th July 9:30 - 10:30am

Church will be open on Sundays as possible with ‘church open for prayer' signs outside.

St Edward’s Parish evangelisation group meeting Tuesday 21st July at 7:30pm - newcomers always welcome.
ST EDWARD’S WAREHAM ROSARY GROUP: Thursday evenings 7:30 pm. Contact Vikki Smith 07855166883
vikki.smith97 @gmail.com for more info or for prayer intentions.

WOOL Social/Coffee at 10.30 Wednesday

WELCOME: a warm welcome to our visitors. We wish you all a pleasant and relaxing stay in Purbeck. Thank
you for your donations to keep our buildings useable.

HOLY SPIRIT AND ST EDWARD WINDOWS STONEMASONRY REFURBISHMENT: Church closed after Sunday
Mass until Mass on Friday. We can’t have Mass on Tuesday because of the Art Exhibition in the Hall.
SWANAGE CARNIVAL — there is a special Churches Together service for the Carnival called “Carnival Praise”.
If anyone would like to go, then it is in the Carnival tent this Sunday 26 July at 10.30am.

LULWORTH MASS next Saturday 1st August at 6pm — Camp Bestival will be taking place, so the usual ways
into the Chapel will not be accessible. The way in is through the back gates, which are situated on the East —
West Lulworth B3070 road, a right turn by the white house, if you’re going in an East to West direction. Go
through the gates and up the lane, bearing round to the right, then left by the house, and through the gates
to the chapel.

THE WORD THIS WEEKEND

First Reading (1 Kings 3:5,7-12) King Solomon chooses wisdom as the most important gift he could ask for to rule God's
people well. We can't all be intelligent or quick-thinking, but we can all be wise - for wisdom means knowing the
difference between good and evil, and then choosing the good.

Responsorial Psalm 119:57,72,76-77,127-130. The law of the Lord is more precious than silver and gold.

Second Reading (Rom. 8:28-30). If we love God, he does not remove all the crosses from life; but he does turn
everything to a good purpose. which happen to us in life

Gospel Reading Matthew 13:44-52 (shorter form: Matthew 13:44-46) Today’s Gospel concludes three weeks of
readings from the 13th Chapter of Matthew’s Gospel. Throughout these three weeks we have heard Jesus teaching
crowds about the kingdom of heaven, and we have heard Jesus interpret some of his teachings for the disciples. In this
week’s Gospel, Jesus offers three more short parables.
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The short form contains just two parables which describe the great value of the kingdom of heaven. In the first
parable, Jesus says that the kingdom of heaven is like a buried treasure that is worth possessing even if it means giving
up everything else. In the second parable, Jesus proposes that the kingdom of heaven is like a pearl of great worth for
which one will sell everything else to possess. These parables teach us that we are to place everything we value in the
service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God.

The longer form of the gospel adds a third parable that is different from the first two, but it is reminiscent of the
parable of the weeds and wheat heard in last week’s Gospel. The kingdom of heaven is compared to fishing with a
wide net. After the fish have been collected, the good fish are kept and the bad fish are thrown away; so too, in the
final judgment, will the wicked and the righteous be separated.

Today’s Gospel concludes with a curious statement about the scribe who understands the kingdom of heaven. Here a
metaphor is offered: this scribe is like the head of a household who “brings from his storeroom both the new and the
old.” The scribes referred to here are experts of Mosaic law. It is possible that Jesus is here instructing the early
Christian community on how to proceed in the interpretation of Jewish law with respect to Jesus’ “new” teaching.
Jesus’ teaching about the kingdom of heaven does not replace the Jewish tradition; it interprets it in a different light.

PLEASE CONTACT YOUR MP TO OPPOSE ASSISTED SUICIDE The Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill is back in the
House of Commons and seeks to legalise assisted suicide. It will have its Second Reading and vote on Friday, 11
September 2026. Please write to your MP to make your voice heard and oppose the Bill. Archbishop Richard Moth
(cbcew President): “This bill is wrong in principle. It is also deeply flawed and, if passed, could lead to vulnerable
people feeling pressured into ending their lives. The Bill has a serious lack of protection for health and social care staff
and risks putting many wonderful hospices and care homes in the position of no longer being able to operate. | urge
you to write to your Members of Parliament to petition them to vote against the Bill at Second Reading.”... support
this call and contact your MP now as a matter of urgency. Even if you have already done so in the past, please speak
up and voice your opposition. The charity Right to Life UK has a simple online mechanism to do this. It takes little more
than a few minutes to enter your postcode, make sure the suggested text suits your viewpoint and submit your
message to ask your MP to stop this flawed Bill progressing through parliament. The charity Right to Life UK
https://righttolife.org.uk/Septllvote

POPE LEO XIV ANGELUS 19th July.....the Kingdom of God spreads even amidst the weeds, requiring us to train our
vision so we can discern the good that sprouts despite the darkness of evil, and avoiding rash judgements. It comes
like the smallest of seeds and thus calls for patience in accompanying these processes, so that we can recognise it in
the little things of daily life and in the simplicity of ordinary existence. It grows invisibly like yeast in flour, and so we
are freed from discouragement and invited to have faith even when it seems that God is absent. In fact, he is always
with us, and his love is always ready to help us.

God’s way of acting must also become the way in which we live, both as individuals and as the Church, amidst the
reality that surrounds us. We are called to adopt a Gospel-centred approach, without hastily opposing others through
arrogant judgements, without imposing ourselves through power and force, and without losing trust in God’s work.
Let us ask the Blessed Virgin Mary, who knew how to welcome the seed of the Word in her smallness, to sustain us on
our journey and intercede for us.

AFTER THE ANGELUS PRAYER We continue to follow with concern the events unfolding in various countries torn apart
by war and violence. Let us not forget those who are suffering and dying because of these conflicts and let us add our
constant prayers to the generous efforts for peace.

WORLD DAY for GRANDPARENTS and the ELDERLY

Pope Leo XIV has chosen “l will never forget you” (Is 49:15) as the theme for the Sixth World Day for Grandparents and
the Elderly, said the Vatican's Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life in a statement.

The World Day, instituted by the late Pope Francis in 2021, is celebrated every fourth Sunday of July and is presented
as an opportunity to bring the closeness of the Church to the elderly and to enhance their contribution within families
and communities. This year, Sunday, July 26, date coincides with the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, the names
tradition gives to the parents of Mary, the grandparents of Jesus. (Apocryphal gospel of James ¢.150 AD)

Taken from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, the chosen verse is meant to be a message of consolation and hope for all
grandparents and elderly people, especially those who live in loneliness or feel forgotten. At the same time, it is a
reminder to families and ecclesial communities not to forget them, recognizing in them a precious presence and a
blessing.

The Pope's choice highlights how God’s love for every person never fails, not even in the fragility of old age.
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